A Handfastening Rite

by Indigo

Note: Although this rite is written for a heterosexual Handfastening, it is easy to modify the pronouns for use in a same-sex Handfastening ritual.

Preparing the Sacred Space

The perimeter of the circle is marked by four torches placed at the cardinal directions. Flowing ribbons of the appropriate color are tied along the shafts of each torch. A wand of incense is lit alongside the four torches. The sacred space is swept with a broom made from natural materials. The guests/covenors are encouraged to wear cheerful colors (most Wiccan services have participants wearing black. But a Handfastening is very celebratory). However, guests/covenors shall not wear white. Each guest/covenor shall be purified with sage smoke. The altar preparations shall be seasonally appropriate.

Overview

The Sacred Rite of Handfastening is an affirmation of love and commitment between two people who seek to become a greater whole by joining their lives together. The promise of Handfastening is one of mutual love, mutual trust, mutual care for one another. From friendship is built trust, and upon trust is built love. And love is more than a mere emotion, it is a way of life, a state of being. 

The two people who will be joined today will will make promises that will strengthen each other's lives and teach each other's souls. 

Celebrant: Is it your intent to be joined in the Rite of Handfastening?

Dedicants: It is our intent.

Celebrant: Then let the Rite begin.

Casting the Circle

If a Priest and Priestess are present, the Priestess shall cast the first and third iteration while the Priest shall cast the second iteration. If there is only one celebrant, that person shall cast all three iterations. The circle casting shall start at the east and be drawn clockwise. The circle shall begin with the invoking of a protective Pentacle. The first circle iteration will use a wand of incense, the second shall use a bowl of salt, and the third shall use a personal wand or fire wand. While the circles are being cast, the Priest/Priestess shall issue a Gathering Call.

· First Iteration

Priestess:

“Come shapers, come craftsmen, come molders of clay

Come artists, come singers, come teachers of the way

Come warriors, come hearth-keepers, come healers

Come wise ones, come mystics, come fortune-dealers.”

Coveners:

“We come to the Circle, we answer the call!”

· Second Iteration

Priest:

“We are shapers of dreams, crafters of song

We are teachers of lore, righters of wrong

We are seekers of truth, affirmers of life

We are guardians of peace, soothers of strife.”

Coverers:

“We come to the Circle, we answer the call!”

· Third Iteration

Priestess:

We remember the fire, the well, and the tree

We remember the call that all must be free

We remember the Lady, and the Lord of the Sun,

We remember the charge to love all and harm none

Coveners:

“We come to the Circle, we answer the call!”

Priest and Priestess: “The Circle is cast!”

Everyone: “So mote it be!”

Calling the Quarters

The Priest/Priestess/Celebrant shall choose four coveners to Call the Quarters. After each Call, the selected covener shall light the torch that corresponds with the appropriate element. The coven responds to each Call with “Hail and Welcome!”

Air

Guardian of the East, Spirit of Air

In love and thanks, we invite you here

Soft breezes alight upon cheek and eye

Blessings from wind and clouds and sky

And for the home they share in love

Bestow your blessings from above

Guardian of the East, we give thanks to thee

Spirit of Air, blessed be

Hail and Welcome!

Fire

Guardian of the South, Spirit of Fire

In love and thanks, we invite you here. 

The light from torches brightens the face

Flickering colors to bless this place

And for the home they soon shall share

Bless their hearth to warm the air

Guardian of the South, we give thanks to thee

Spirit of Fire, blessed be

Hail and Welcome!

Water

Guardian of the West, Spirit of Water

In love and thanks, we invite you here

The blessings of mist for lips and skin

Nourish their bodies and spirits within

And around the house shared by these two

May their trees and flowers be blessed with dew

Guardian of the West, we give thanks to thee

Spirit of Water, blessed be

Hail and Welcome!

Earth

Guardian of the North, Spirit of Earth

In love and thanks we invite you here

The blessings of strength beneath our feet

From you grows the grain and wheat

And for the home where these two shall alight

Defend their shelter from the gales of night

Guardian of the North, we give thanks to thee

Spirit of Earth, blessed be

Hail and Welcome!

God

God of the Grain, Lord of the Sun

In love and thanks we invite you here

You bring gifts of courage, strength, and power

Bless these two at the fastening hour

And for the home they share together

May it withstand all time and weather

God of the Grain, we give thanks to thee

Lord of the Sun, Blessed be

Hail and Welcome!

Goddess

Mother Goddess, Giver of Life

In love and thanks, we invite you here

You bring gifts of mercy, love, and peace

For these two, let those gifts increase

Bless the home they share in life

A peaceful sanctuary for man and wife*

Mother Goddess, we give thanks to thee

Giver of life, Blessed be

Hail and Welcome! 

* For a same-sex Handfastening rite, substitute “A peaceful sanctuary free of strife”.

The Handfastening

The sacred rite of Handfastening is joining together of two as one. It is a union that is to be entered into both joyfully and seriously. It is to be entered into with both knowledge and love, trust and dedication, honestly and without reservation. The sacred union compels the dedicants to not only share joys and triumphs, but sorrows and failures. For in life, there is both happiness and sadness, health and sickness, prosperity and poverty. And even with the best intent, sometimes two who are beloved may wound one another through word or deed. And still, the path of life is more fulfilled journey when that journey is shared with one's beloved. May it be so for these two who are about to be joined.

(For a same-sex Handfastening rite, modify “Bride” and “Groom” references as appropriate).

Note: If the service is being led by a Priest and Priestess, then the Priest shall recite cords one, three, and five, while the Priestess recites cords two, four, and six. If there is one Celebrant, that person shall recite all six cords.

First Cord

Celebrant (to dedicants): I bid you look into each other's eyes.

A brief pause

Celebrant (to groom): Will you cause your beloved pain?

Groom: I may

Celebrant: Is that your intent?

Groom: No

Celebrant (to bride): Will you cause your beloved pain?

Bride: I may

Celebrant: Is that your intent?

Bride: No

Celebrant (to both): Will you share each others' pain and seek to ease it?

Dedicants: We will

Celebrant (to both): And so the binding is made.

Celebrant drapes the first cord across the dedicants' hands.

Second Cord

Celebrant (to Bride): Will you share your beloved's laughter?

Bride: Yes

Celebrant (to Groom): Will you share your beloved's laughter?

Groom: Yes

Celebrant (to both): Will you look for the brightness in life and the positive in each other?

Dedicants: We will

Celebrant (to both): And so the binding is made.

Celebrant drapes the second cord across the dedicants' hands.

Third Cord

Celebrant (to Groom): Will you burden your beloved?

Groom: I may

Celebrant: Is that your intent?

Groom: No

Celebrant (to Bride): Will you burden your beloved?

Bride: I may

Celebrant: Is that your intent?

Bride: No

Celebrant (to both): Will you share each other's burdens so that your spirits may grow in this union?

Dedicants: We will

Celebrant (to both): And so the binding is made.

Celebrant drapes the third cord across the dedicants' hands.

Fourth Cord

Celebrant (to Bride): Will you share your beloved's dreams?

Bride: Yes

Celebrant (to Groom): Will you share your beloved's dreams?

Groom: Yes

Celebrant (to both): Will you use your shared dreams to create new hopes and new realities?

Dedicants: We will

Celebrant (to both): And so the binding is made.

Celebrant drapes the fourth cord across the dedicants' hands.

Fifth Cord

Celebrant (to Groom): Will you cause your beloved anger?

Groom: I may

Celebrant: Is that your intent?

Groom: No

Celebrant (to Bride): Will you cause your beloved anger?

Bride: I may

Celebrant: Is that your intent?

Bride: No

Celebrant (to both): Will you take the heat of anger and use it to temper the strength of this union?

Dedicants: We will.

Celebrant (to both): And so the binding is made.

Celebrant drapes the fifth cord across the dedicants' hands.

Sixth Cord

Celebrant (to Bride): Will you honor your beloved?

Bride: Yes

Celebrant (to Groom): Will you honor your beloved?

Groom: Yes

Celebrant (to both): Will you always seek to be deserving of that honor?

Dedicants: We will

Celebrant (to both): And so the binding is made.

Celebrant drapes the sixth cord across the dedicants' hands.

Binding

If there is a Priest and Priestess present, the Priest will begin tying the knots while the Priestess recites the blessing. If there is only one Celebrant, that person shall recite the blessing while tying the knots.

Celebrant: These knots are but symbols. It is the vows, and the intent behind the vows, that empower this binding. May the God grant you courage, will, and self-sacrifice for one another. May the Goddess grant you mercy, kindness, and nurturing for one another. May the vows made in love and faith withstand all external forces intent on harm and strife. So mote it be.

Dedicants: So mote it be

The tied cords may now be placed on the altar

Celebrant: These two are now as one. Blessed be.

Covenors: Blessed be

Cakes and Ale

If the ritual is led by a Priest and Priestess, the Priest shall serve the bread and the Priestess shall serve the wine. If there is only one Celebrant, that person shall serve both items. The bread and wine should be seasonally relevant (for example, cornbread and mead for a service that takes place around Lughnassadh). 

The sharing of bread and wine is a unifying rite that spans many religions and many cultures. It is a reminder of our relationship to the ecology as well as a reminder of our ties of friendship to one another. We share this bread and wine in honor of the sacrificial nature of the God and the life-sustaining nature of the Goddess. 

Blessed be this bread, of  corn and grain

Blessed be the God of the Harvest's rein

Blessed be this cup, of ale and wine

Blessed be the Goddess, of love divine

The Celebrant serves the cakes to the newly married couple first and then to the other covenors.

Celebrant: We are one people, we share one bread. Blessed be.

Covenor: Blessed be.

The Celebrant serves the wine/ale to the newly married couple first and then to the other covenors. For health/sanitary reasons, a covenor may choose to genuflect upon the cup instead of drinking directly from the cup.

Celebrant: With this cup, we are one. Blessed be.

Covenor: Blessed be.

Releasing the Quarters

The deities and elemental guardians are released in reverse order from how they were called. As each guardian is released, the corresponding torch is extinguished. Covenors repeat “Hail and Farewell” after each dismissal.

Goddess

Mother Goddess, giver of life

We give you thanks for coming here

Your gift of peace we now embrace

As we prepare to depart this place

With wisdom, kindness, mercy, love

From Earth below to sky above

Mother Goddess, we give thanks to thee

Giver of Life, blessed be

Hail and Farewell!

God

God of the Harvest, Lord of the Sun

We give you thanks for coming here

Your gift of courage we now embrace

As we prepare to depart this place

Sacrifice, Honor, and Duty you know

From sky above to Earth below

God of the Harvest, we give thanks to thee

Lord of the Sun, blessed be

Hail and Farewell!

Earth

Guardian of the North, Spirit of Earth

We give you thanks for coming here

Your gift of stability we now embrace

As we prepare to leave this place

Return to the hills and mountains bright 

As we conclude the Handfastening Rite

Guardian of the North, we give thanks to thee

Spirit of Earth, blessed be

Hail and Farewell!

Water

Guardian of the West, Spirit of Water

We give you thanks for coming here

Your gift of prescience we now embrace

As we prepare to leave this place

Return to the rivers and seas so clear

As we conclude this day of cheer

Guardian of the West, we give thanks to thee

Spirit of Water, blessed be

Hail and Farewell!

Fire

Guardian of the South, Spirit of Fire

We give you thanks for coming here

Your gift of passion we now embrace

As we prepare to leave this place

Return to the torches and hearths so warm

As we depart here, arm in arm

Guardian of the South, we give thanks to thee

Spirit of Fire, blessed be

Hail and Farewell!

Air

Guardian of the East, Spirit of Air

We give you thanks for coming here

Your gift of adaptation we now embrace

As we prepare to leave this place

Return to the clouds, and sky so blue

As we affirm love between these two

Guardian of the East, we give thanks to thee

Spirit of Air, blessed be

Hail and Farewell!

Releasing the Circle

God and Goddess, bright angels, kind spirits, we thank you. Stay if you wish, go if you must, but know that you are welcome!

The Celebrant walks the perimeter of the Circle in a counterclockwise (widdershins) direction, wand in hand, starting from the east.

Celebrant: The circle, though open, remains unbroken.

Celebrant and Covenors: Merry meet, merry part, and merry meet again!

Celebrant: This rite is concluded.

